
 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

Peace! 

In the second reading from the Book of Revelation we are presented with a fig-

ure of a King, coming from above, seated on the clouds.  He is Jesus.  He has 

become a King because he was a witness to the truth.  He offered his life and 

died for us to attain salvation.  And he shares his kingship with us.  Because of 

this we now belong to a royal nation of priests who are supposed to serve God, 

the way Jesus, our King served the truth about God and served us unto death. 

 

Let us be grateful to Jesus.  Let us continue his mission of building the heavenly 

kingdom here on earth.  Let us continue to serve our families, our church, and 

our brothers and sisters in need.  Let us be good and joyful stewards of the gos-

pel. 

 

God bless you and your families, 

In Jesus, our fullness of Life, 

Fr. Samuel E. Loterte, SSS 

 
 

***Please remember St. Joseph Parish in your will*** 

Parish Mission Statement :   
Centered on the Word of God and the Eucharist we gather as a Parish and School community. Together as  
disciples of Jesus Christ as we seek fullness of life.  Blessed with diversity of cultures and gifted with the spirit of 
Aloha, we pledge to become stewards of our time, talent and treasure by sharing our heritage, our faith, and  
commit ourselves to the full  development of our people. With Saint Joseph as our patron we offer our gift of self  
for the greater glory of God.  
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A Stewardship Moment:   http://catholicstewardship.com/ 

 

The exchange between Jesus and Pilate in today’s Gospel is, arguably, the 

most important exchange in all of literature. Pilate asks Jesus: “What have 

you done?” Jesus replies that he testifies to the truth. In the second reading 

we are reminded of the essence of that truth: Christ, ruler of all, loves us, 

liberates us from the bonds of sin, makes us a new kingdom. As we ap-

proach the Advent season, this week would be a good time to reflect on the 

question: What have we done in our daily lives, in our actions, words, private 

prayer, and in our interaction with others, to testify that Jesus is Lord?  

Pastor’s Corner:          Christ, the King 

http://www.stjosephhilo.org/index.php


 

Scripture Readings  
 
 
 

 
Sunday, Nov. 22 
Dn 7:13-14 
Ps 93:1-2, 5 
Rv 1:5-8 
Jn 18:33b-37 
 

Monday, Nov. 23 
Dn 1:1-6, 8-20 
(Ps) Dn 3:52-56 
Lk 21:1-4 
 

Tuesday, Nov. 24 
Dn 2:31-45 
(Ps) Dn 3:57-61 
Lk 21:5-11 
 

Wednesday, Nov. 25 
Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 
23-28 
(Ps) Dn 3:62-67 
Lk 21:12-19 
 

Thursday, Nov. 26 
Sir 50:20-24 
Ps 138:1-5 
1 Cor 1:3-9 
Lk 17:11-19 
 

Friday, Nov. 27 
Dn 7:2-14 
(Ps) Dn 3:75-81 
Lk 21:29-33 
 

Saturday, Nov. 28 
Dn 7:15-27 
(Ps) Dn 3:82-87 
Lk 21:34-36 
 

Sunday, Nov. 29 
Jer 33:14-16 
Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14 
1 Thes 3:12;;4:2 
Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 

We are a welcoming parish.  Be a family member, today! 
Parish registration forms are located in the rear of the church or at the rectory office.  Visit our parish website at www.stjoehilo.com. 

For more information to join one of the many parish ministries, call 935-1465  and ask for one of the coordinators  
or email us at stjosephchurch@stjoehilo.com 

The Significance and Origin of SIMBANG GABITh 

is is the final week to get your shoeboxes into the 
SIMBANG GABI is one of the longest and most pop-
ular among the Filipino traditions in the country. It is 
when Catholic churches across the nation start to open 
their doors shortly before the break of dawn to wel-
come the faithful to the Simbang Gabi mass. 

Simbang Gabi or Mass at Dawn is a nine-day novena 
to the Blessed Mother. The novena begins December 16 as early as 4 in the morning 
and culminates with the “Misa de Gallo” on Christmas Eve to welcome the birth of 
our Savior Jesus Christ. In some churches, the panuluyan is reenacted showing the 
effort of Joseph and Mary to find a suitable birthplace.  

ORIGIN  
 

Simbang Gabi traces its roots in Mexico when, in 1587, the Pope granted the petition 
of Fray Diego de Soria, prior of the convent of San Agustin Acolman, to hold Christ-
mas mass outdoors because the Church could not accommodate the huge number of 
people attending the evening mass. 

During the old times, the pre-dawn mass is announced by the ringing of the church 
bells. In some rural areas, an hour before the start of Simbang Gabi, a brass band 
plays Christmas music all over the town. It is also believed that parish priests would 
go far knocking on doors to wake and gather the faithful to attend the misa de gallo. 
Farmers as well as fishermen wake up early to hear the Gospel before going to their 
work and ask for the grace of good harvest.  

SIMBANG GABI NOW AND THEN 
  

The changing of times does not break the preservation of celebrating Simbang Gabi 
although it is celebrated in new ways. Still, the tradition of Simbang Gabi continues. 
Part of it are the colorful lights and lanterns that fill every streets. Beautiful parols are 
hung in every window. Songs of the season are played everywhere to warm the 
hearts. Families, friends and even individuals find its way going to the nearest church 
to attend the nine-day novena. Shortly after the misa de gallo, families gather in their 
homes to celebrate Noche Buena and feasted on various delicacies like queso de bola, 
bibingka, puto bungbong, or a drink of salabat or hot chocolate.  

SIGNIFICANCE  
 

Simbang Gabi has become one of the most popular traditions in the country. But it is 
not just a tradition that is celebrated because we need to do so. It is a significant mo-
ment not only because it strengthens relationships among family members but also 
because it is the time where our faith is intensified. This is the time where we mostly 
feel the presence of the Lord because it is the spiritual preparation for Christmas, the 
birth of Jesus Christ. It does not matter if one has the stamina to complete the novena 
or not, what really matters is what is inside the heart. The blessing does not depend 
on the number of mass attended, but what is important is the disposition of the person 
who receives the Lord’s blessing. 
Source: The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Manila (http://www.rcam.org/library/

SIMBANG_GABI.htm)rectoVEMBER 16-20, 2015.  Girls and boys in more than 150 

http://www.rcam.org/library/SIMBANG_GABI.htm
http://www.rcam.org/library/SIMBANG_GABI.htm


 

MONDAY, Nov. 23 
  8:00 am      •Viewing (+Marcela Barcena)/Church 
10:00 am      •Funeral Mass (+Marcela Barcena)/Church 
11:30 am      •Food Pantry/SJ Social Ministry Center  
  4:30 pm      •Prayer Service (+Carmela Luke)/Dodo Chapel 
  5:30 pm      •Youth & Young Adults Choir Rehearsal/Church 
  6:00 pm      •Adult Faith Formation (aka RCIA) Class/Library 
TUESDAY, Nov. 24 
  5:00 pm      •Life Teen Core Team Meeting/Conf. Room 
  6:30 pm      •Small Christian Community (Carol Denis)/Library 
  7:00 pm      •Mother of Perpetual Help Novena (Rosary 6:30 pm)/Church 
  7:00 pm      •Interfaith Ecumenical Service/Church of the Holy Apostle 
WEDNESDAY, Nov. 25 
  5:30 pm      •SJ Thanksgiving Hot Meal/Mtg. Room 
  6:00 pm      •Stewardship Committee/Mtg. Room  
  6:30 pm      •Alabare Choir Rehearsal/Church 
THURSDAY, Nov. 26 “Thanksgiving Day” Holiday—Rectory office closed 
  9:00 am      •Mass/Church—NO 12:15 pm Mass 
FRIDAY, Nov. 27  “Day after Thanksgiving” Holiday—Rectory office closed 
  7:00 am      •Mass/Church—NO 12:15 pm Mass 
  4:30 pm      •Teen Council Meeting/Conf. Room 
SATURDAY, Nov. 28 
  8:15 am      •Church Cleaners (#4-V. Coloma)/Church 
10:00 am      •Bible Sharing (Mary Ann Leite)/Library 
  5:00 pm      •High School Youth Ministry/Library 
  7:45 pm      •San Lorenzo Choir Rehearsal/Church 
SUNDAY, Nov. 29 “1st Sunday of Advent” 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 43 Kapiolani Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

(808) 935-1465 

Emergency numbers  

(after hours):              

769-7792 or 989-0967 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekdays:  
Mon.-Fri. 
6:00 am & 12:15 pm 
Saturday: 7:00 am 
Legal Holidays: 7:00 am 
 
Vigil Mass: 5:00 pm 
 
Sunday: 
St. Joseph Church 
7:00 am, 9:00 am, 
11:45 am & 6:00pm 
 
CONFESSION 
 

Saturday: 
10:00 am-11:00 am 
St. Joseph Church 
or by appointment 
 

*Please note: confession  
schedule does not apply during  
some liturgical seasons. 
 
PRAYER TIMES 
 

Adoration: 
M-F 4-5:00 pm 
Sat  3-3:30 pm 
Sun 4-4:30 pm 
 

Evening Prayer  
& Benediction 
M-F 5:00 pm 
Sat  3:30 pm 
Sun 4:30 pm 

Eternal rest grant unto them 
O Lord 

and let perpetual light shine 
upon them. 

+Carmela Luke 
+Margaret B. Pacheco 
+Leonora Tagalicud 

Youth  & Young 
Adult Mass  
      December 6  
          @ 
     11:45 am 

$171,862.54 $173,439.17

$74,307.49 $92,373.42

$246,170.03 $265,812.59

Restricted Savings: $385,235.90

Designated Savings: $473,719.66

Total Savings: $858,955.56

Total Deposit: $13,684.61

Parish Hall Collection $366.25

Other Collections: $7,110.36

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE REPORT       

Nov. 2, 2015

Year to Date      

Totals

Year to Date     

Budget
Offertory Collections: $6,574.25

Please include $7 shipping fee per box! 



 


